This issue of Food Security is a special one devoted to understanding the institutional framework for sustainable food security in Kenya. Gordon Hickey et al. have summarized the papers constituting the issue in their preface, where they say that food availability and food accessibility in Kenya, in common with many other African countries, are dangerously vulnerable to economic, political and climatic shocks. There is therefore no need for me to write an extensive additional commentary. However, bearing in mind that this journal is a joint venture of the International Society of Plant Pathology and the publisher, Springer, it is perhaps worth mentioning that three of the nine papers cite plant disease or crop losses as important constraints to be overcome and four draw attention to the lack of advice from agricultural extension officers. In view of the recent reports of a new and serious disease of maize, an essential staple which, according to the Government of Kenya, is currently affecting 40 % or more of the crop grown in the rift valley, perhaps one could add biological shocks to the three already mentioned? It is to be hoped that the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute will find a practical solution to the problem and that this will be widely disseminated by extension officers to farmers whose crops are vulnerable to the disease.
